
Ignition Interlocks Save Lives 
 
 
 
 

Ignition interlocks are 
effective in reducing repeat 
drunk driving offenses by 67 
percent while the device is 
installed compared to license 
suspension alone.  (CDC)  

 

Interlocks help reduce repeat 
offenses even after the device 
is removed by 39 percent 
compared to offenders who 
never installed an interlock. 
(Marques, 2010)  

 

First-time offenders are 
serious offenders. Research 
from the CDC indicates that 
first time offenders have 
driven drunk at least 80 times 
before they are arrested.    
 
  

The FACTS 

 An interlock is more effective than license suspension alone, as 50 to 75 percent of convicted drunk drivers 
continue to drive on a suspended license. 

 All-offender interlock laws are widespread. Thirty states, DC plus a California pilot program (covering a 
population of over 13 million) have laws requiring ignition interlocks for all first-time convicted drunk drivers.   

 As of August 2016, there are approximately 337,030 interlocks in use in the United States. 

 

Ignition interlock laws saves lives. Due in part to laws requiring interlocks for all convicted drunk drivers, drunk 
driving deaths have declined dramatically and at a better pace compared to the national average decline:  

 West Virginia: 50 percent 
 New Mexico: 38 percent 
 Kansas: 37 percent 

 

 Louisiana: 34 percent  
 Arizona: 32 percent 
 Hawaii: 23 percent 

 

 Washington: 19 percent 
 Mississippi: 17 percent 
 Colorado: 14 percent 

Public supports Interlocks for all convicted drunk drivers. Three surveys indicate strong public support of 
ignition interlocks for all convicted drunk drivers.    

 88 percent (Center for Excellence in Rural Safety, 2010) 
 84 percent (Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, 2009) 
 76 percent (American Automobile Association, 2012) 

 

In addition to MADD, other traffic safety groups support ignition interlocks for all convicted drunk drivers, 
including all first offenders with an illegal blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 or greater.   

o Advocates for Auto and Highway Safety 

o American Automobile Association (AAA) 
o Auto Alliance 
o Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC)  
o Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) 

o International Association of Chiefs of Police 
(IACP) 

o National Safety Council  
o National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB)   

All-offender ignition interlock laws stop drunk drivers 
with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) .08 or 
greater from reoffending.   
 



  



 


